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LITTLE AXE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

JANUARY 16, 2016 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

 

The Little Axe Board of Education met in regular session, Saturday, January 16, 2016 in the 

Administration Building meeting room.  Kay Bolles, Clerk, posted the agenda and meeting notices at 3:30 

p.m., Wednesday, January 13, 2016.  The President, Beverly Felton, called the meeting to order.  Roll call 

was made with the following members present: 

 

 Beverly Felton – President  Al Heitkamper – Vice President 

 Ron Palmer – Member   Ann Jones – Member 

 Amanda Blanchard – Member 

 

Let the minutes reflect there was a quorum. 

 

The flag salute was led by Mrs. Felton. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE DECEMBER 12, 2016 REGULAR MEETING 

 

On motion made by Mrs. Jones, and seconded by Mr. Heitkamper, the Board voted to approve the 

minutes from the December 12, 2015 meeting as corrected. 

 

 Mrs. Jones –aye  Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard – abstained 

 Mrs. Felton – aye 

 

PRESENTATION TO BOARD MEMBERS IN HONOR OR BOARD APPRECIATION MONTH 

 

Board members were presented with letters of appreciation from students and gift cards from local 

merchants to honor them during “Board Appreciation Month” for the month of January. 

 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS AND READING OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Presentation of the 2014-2015 Independent Audit Report by a representative from Sanders, Bledsoe, 

and Hewett, Certified Public Accountants, LLP. 

 

Steve Sanders, from Sanders, Bledsoe, and Hewett presented the 2014-2015 Independent Audit Report 

for the 2014-2015 fiscal year. 
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VII. CONSENT DOCKET 

 

Consider a request to vote to affirm the receipt of the First Quarter High School Dropout Report for the 

2015-2016 school year. 

 

Consider a request to vote to approve the following transactions within the Activity Fund Accounts: 

 

a. Consider a request to vote to approve the following fundraisers for the 2015-2016 school 

year. 

 

i. Little League Basketball Tournament and “My School Color Run” by the High School 

Football Account # 853 to raise funds to purchase equipment, team expenses, food, 

player gear, agile bags, uniforms, and end-zone camera. 

ii. Sale of raffle tickets for a signed Thunder basketball, singing telegrams for 

Valentine’s Day, and silent auction/gift baskets at the Dessert Cabaret by the High 

School Show Choir Account #849 to raise funds to cover expenses for Winter Park 

music competition. 

iii. Collection of “Care Bucks” from Country Boy Market by the High School Academic 

Team Account #863 to raise funds to purchase supplies to make bake sale items by 

parents and members of the Academic Team and/or to supply food for hosted 

events. 

 

On motion made by Mr. Heitkamper, and seconded by Mrs. Blanchard, the Board voted to approve 

items VII 1, 2, a, (i), (ii), and (iii) as listed above under the Consent Docket. 

 

 Mrs. Jones – aye Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard – aye 

 Mrs. Felton – aye 

 

REQUESTS 

 

Consider a request to vote to appoint a board member as the Legislative Liaison for 2016 to receive 

legislative updates, video streams, and alerts from the Oklahoma State School Board Association. 

 

On motion made by Mr. Heitkamper, and seconded by Mr. Palmer, the Board voted to appoint Beverly 

Felton as the Legislative Liaison for 2016 to receive legislative updates, video streams, and alerts from 

the Oklahoma State School Board Association. 

 

 Mrs. Jones – aye Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard – aye 

 Mrs. Felton – abstain  
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Consider a request to vote to approve the Audit Acknowledgement letter for the 2014-2015 Audit 

Report as presented by Little Axe School District’s auditors, Sanders, Bledsoe, and Hewett. 

 

On motion made by Mrs. Blanchard, and seconded by Mr. Palmer, the Board voted to approve the Audit 

Acknowledgement letter for the 2014-2015 Audit Report as presented by Little Axe School District’s 

auditors, Sanders, Bledsoe, and Hewett. 

 

 Mrs. Jones –aye  Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard – aye 

 Mrs. Felton – aye  

 

Consider a request to vote to approve the Management Representative letter from the Little Axe Board 

of Education to Sanders, Bledsoe, and Hewett, Certified Public Accountants, LLP. 

 

On motion made by Mr. Heitkamper, and seconded by Mrs. Jones, the Board voted to approve the 

Management Representative letter from the Little Axe Board of Education to Sanders, Bledsoe, and 

Hewett, Certified Public Accountants, LLP. 

 

 Mrs. Jones –aye  Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard – aye 

 Mrs. Felton - aye 

 

 

Consider a request to vote to approve or not approve amendments to the following Policies and 

Procedures: 

 

a. Policy 3236 Valedictorian/Salutatorian Selection Criteria 

 

On motion made by Mr. Palmer, and seconded by Mr. Heitkamper, the Board voted to approve 

amendments to Policy 3236 Valedictorian/Salutatorian Selection Criteria. 

 

 Mrs. Jones – aye Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye  Mrs. Blanchard –aye 

 Mrs. Felton – aye 

 

Consider a request to vote to employ or not employ TAP – the Architectural Partnership, P.C. as 

Architects for the construction of the Little Axe Public Schools Elementary and High School Safe Rooms. 

 

On motion made by Mr. Heitkamper, and seconded by Mr. Palmer, the Board voted to employ TAP – the 

Architectural Partnership, P.C. as Architects for the construction of the Little Axe Public Schools 

Elementary and High School Safe Rooms. 
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 Mrs. Jones –aye  Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard – aye 

 Mrs. Felton - aye 

 

REPORTS 

 

There were no reports given. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Discussion regarding the January 12, 2016 bond issue. 

 

Mr. Thomas announced that the bond issue to construct safe rooms passed with 80.08% votes.  He 

explained that there were many people who helped to advertise and get the information out to the 

public.  Mr. Thomas thanked everyone for helping to make the bond issue a success. 

 

Discussion regarding athletic conferences. 

 

Athletic Director, Micah Mattingly, explained that he met with the basketball coaches who have 

concerns about the low morale of the basketball players.  The coaches have requested to change 

conferences by allowing the district to be independent which would allow our coaches to pick what 

teams the Little Axe players would compete against. 

 

Superintendent Thomas explained that the OSSAA has no objections to doing this. 

 

Mrs. Felton said we could do this to build up the confidence of the team. 

 

Superintendent Thomas went on to say that at the middle school we have so many more kids who go 

out for the basketball team; we need to go more competitive.  Due to the growth rate of the school, it 

appears that we may soon be moving up to 4A at the high school level; if so, we will have to get kids 

competitive at the 4A level. 

 

Assistant Athletic Director, Mike Bread, said the rules are relaxing where students can go to another 

school to play ball without living in the district.  It’s going to be a shift in our thinking.  Like the 

competitive market, we will need to build the program and have tryouts every year. 

 

Mrs. Blanchard explained that starting this year, the Little League is playing competitive basketball. 

 

FINANCE 

 

1. Consider a request to vote to approve the financial encumbrances, the encumbrances for payment, 

and the warrant registers for the following appropriated funds: 
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 GENERAL FUND 

 

a. 2015-2016 General Fund Encumbrances for Approval Purchase Orders 331-343. 

b. 2015-2016 General Fund Warrants for Approval 12-01-2015 through 12-31-2015. (Report 

Date 01-13-2016) 

  

 BUILDING FUND 

 

a. 2015-2016 Building Fund Encumbrances for Approval Purchase Orders 34-35 

b. 2015-2016 Building Fund Warrants for Approval 12-01-2015 through 12-31-2015 (Report 

Date:  01-13-2016) 

 

 CHILD NUTRITION FUND 

 

a. 2015-2016 Child Nutrition Fund Encumbrances for Approval Purchase Orders 35-36 

b. 2015-2016 Child Nutrition Warrants for Approval  12-01-2015 through 12-31-2015 (Report 

Date:  01-13-2016) 

 

 BUILDING BOND FUND 33 

 

a. 2015-2016 Building Bond Fund 33 Encumbrances for Approval Purchase Order 8. 

 

2. Discussion and vote to approve expenditures for the following cash funds for the 2015-2016 

school year as listed in the January 16, 2016 board meeting financial packet. 

  

a. Activity Fund 

 

On motion made by Mr. Heitkamper, and seconded by Mrs. Jones, the Board voted to approve the 

2015-2016 General Fund Encumbrances for Approval Purchase Orders 331-343; 2015-2016 General 

Fund Warrants for Approval 12-01-2015 through 12-31-2015. (Report Date 01-13-2016); 2015-2016 

Building Fund Encumbrances for Approval Purchase Orders 34-35; 2015-2016 Building Fund Warrants 

for Approval 12-01-2015 through 12-31-2015 (Report Date:  01-13-2016); 2015-2016 Child Nutrition 

Fund Encumbrances for Approval Purchase Orders 35-36; 2015-2016 Child Nutrition Warrants for 

Approval  12-01-2015 through 12-31-2015 (Report Date:  01-13-2016); 2015-2016 Building Bond Fund 33 

Encumbrances for Approval Purchase Order 8 and expenditures for the Activity Fund cash funds for the 

2015-2016 school year as listed in the January 16, 2016 board meeting financial packet. 

 

 Mrs. Jones – aye Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard – aye 

 Mrs. Felton - aye 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Superintendent Thomas explained that because of state-wide budget cuts, he would like to hold a 

special meeting to discuss finances.  Tuesday, January 26th at 6:00 p.m. was selected to hold the 

meeting. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, COMMENTS, AND QUESTIONS 

 

Assistant Middle School Principal, Mike Bread, announced the middle school’s “True Grit” assembly 

went well.  Everything is going well at the middle school. 

 

Elementary Principal, Brian Tupper, announced that the elementary school has been blessed with high 

spirited teachers.  Mr. Tupper reported that since the safety person toured our school, we are in the 

process of revising our intruder drill.  The more we think about what has happened in other schools, we 

believe it to be safer if we could have someone on campus that would be licensed to carry a weapon.  

Mr. Tupper also reported that the attendance at the elementary school is up this year.  We have sixty 

students who are on the Superintendent’s Honor Roll that qualified to attend an OU basketball game.   

 

High School Principal, Barry Thomas, announced that student, Ethan Marcom, was selected to serve on 

the State Superintendent’s Advisory Board.  Mr. Thomas distributed the article that was published by 

the State Department of Education.  Mr. Thomas announced the names of the students who qualified to 

be the 2015-2106 Valedictorian and Salutatorian.  He will soon name the top ten students for 

recognition.  These students are active in sports and academics.  The high school attendance is up.  We 

have arranged for students to come in after school to make up missing credits.  It is a good plan of 

action for students who don’t have good attendance.  The high school received the PSAT PLAN tests 

back.  EOI testing begins soon.  We have outstanding wrestlers.  Their attitudes are good.  The high 

school is working with the Little Axe Foundation in getting PRIDE t-shirts. 

 

Mrs. Jones announced the Cleveland County Livestock Show is coming up soon. 

 

Mrs. Blanchard announced that the Little League Basketball program is going well. 

 

Booster Club members reported that their organization will be getting involved with helping the Little 

League raise funds.  The Booster Club will sponsor an alumni baseball game; February 6 and will be 

hosting a pancake breakfast and an Indian taco sale.  Thursday night there will be a spaghetti dinner and 

a taco dinner on Friday night. 

 

Mrs. Felton reported that she sent a message to the elementary teachers asking them to have their 

classes write letters to two Marines.  She also put together care packages to be sent to the military.  

High school teacher, David Bounds, also sent care packages to the Marines. 

 

Mrs. Felton announced that one of our middle school students has been hospitalized with Leukemia. 
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Mr. Tupper announced that one of the elementary teacher’s husband is now in the hospital. 

 

Mr. Mattingly announced that there will be a Little Axe basketball tournament next Thursday, Friday, 

and Saturday.   

 

PERSONNEL 

 

On motion made by Mr. Heitkamper, and seconded by Mrs. Blanchard, the Board voted to enter into 

executive session at 9:50 a.m. 

 

 Mrs. Jones –aye  Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard – aye 

 Mrs. Felton – aye 

 

Let the minutes reflect that the Board returned to open session at 12:02 p.m. 

 

Mrs. Felton announced that while in executive session the Board discussed items listed under Personnel 

with no votes taken while in executive session. 

 

Consider a request to vote to enter into executive session to discuss affirming the resignations from the 

following support personnel employees, so the Board may return to open session and vote to affirm the 

resignations from the following support personnel employees:  25 O.S. Section 307 (B)(1). 

 

a. Terry Geisler – Paraprofessional, effective January 15, 2016 

b. Lori Hancock – Paraprofessional, effective December 18, 2015 

 

On motion made by Mr. Heitkamper, and seconded by Mrs. Jones, the Board voted to affirm the 

resignations from Terry Geisler, Paraprofessional, effective January 15, 2016 and Lori Hancock, 

Paraprofessional, effective December 18, 2015. 

 

 Mrs. Jones – aye Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer –aye  Mrs. Blanchard – aye 

 Mrs. Felton – aye 

 

Consider a request to vote to enter into executive session to discuss employment of and conduct 

evaluation of Superintendent Jay Thomas, so the Board may return to open session and vote to employ 

or not employ Jay Thomas as Superintendent, for the 2016-2017 fiscal year.  25 O.S. Section 307 (B) (1). 

 

On motion made by Mrs. Blanchard, and seconded by Mrs. Jones, the Board voted to employ Jay 

Thomas as Superintendent, for the 2016-2017 fiscal year.   
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 Mrs. Jones –aye  Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard – aye 

 Mrs. Felton - aye 

 

Consider a request to vote to enter into executive session to discuss employing DeAnna Gwatney as 3rd 

grade teacher for the remainder of the 2015-2016 school year, on a temporary contract, pending results 

from drug testing, so the Board may return to open session and vote to employ or not employ DeAnna 

Gwatney as 3rd grade teacher for the remainder of the 2015-2016 school year, on a temporary contract, 

pending results from drug testing.  25 O.S. Section 307 (B) (1). 

 

On motion made by Mrs. Jones, and seconded by Mr. Heitkamper, the Board voted to employ DeAnna 

Gwatney as 3rd grade teacher for the remainder of the 2015-2016 school year, on a temporary contract, 

pending results from drug testing. 

 

 Mrs. Jones – aye Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard aye 

 Mrs. Felton –aye  

 

On motion made by Mrs. Blanchard, and seconded by Mr. Palmer, the Board voted to adjourn at 12:05 

p.m. 

 

 Mrs. Jones –aye  Mr. Heitkamper – aye 

 Mr. Palmer – aye Mrs. Blanchard – aye 

 Mrs. Felton – aye 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kay Bolles 

Board Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

________________________________   ___________________________________ 

 

________________________________     __________________________________ 

 

________________________________ 

  


